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People of goodwill understand that
we must do more than have moments
of silence, words of prayer, expressions
of condolences. People expect those of
us who have been elected to the Con-
gress of the United States of America
to do what they sent us here to do, that
is, have legislation brought to the
floor, allow for some debate, and then
take a vote. It is expected that we
would vote on the legislation that is
pending.

We have more than 100 pieces of leg-
islation dealing with gun safety pend-
ing before the House, and it is not
being acted upon.

I rise to ask, Mr. Speaker, that you
bring this legislation to the floor of the
House of Representatives so that the
people can express their voices, can ex-
press their concerns, can take their po-
sitions by and through their legiti-
mately elected Representatives. It is
time, Mr. Speaker, for you to act, for
you to bring the legislation to the floor
so that we may vote on it.

If there is someone who truly be-
lieves that the solution to this vio-
lence, to this killing, to these murders,
if there is someone who believes that
the solution is a good guy with a gun,
put that solution into legislation, Mr.
Speaker, and let’s vote on whether the
solution is a good guy with a gun.

Mr. Speaker, I will not go along to
get along.

Mr. Speaker, you have indicated that
you won’t be returning to Congress.
Well, Mr. Speaker, if you are not going
to do your job, if you are not going to
bring legislation to the floor—by the
way, all of it, not Democratic legisla-
tion, not Republican legislation. This
is not about Democrats; it is not about
Republicans. This is about our chil-
dren, who are being murdered in
schools.

If you are not going to bring that leg-
islation to the floor, you ought to just
step aside. This is bigger than you. It is
bigger than all of us. It is about our
children and how they are being mur-
dered in schools. It is time to take the
courage that has been embedded within
your soul and your constitution and
bring that legislation to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I speak truth to power.
I speak truth about power. There is a
problem. Mr. Speaker, you are the
problem.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF OFFICER
LANCE WHITAKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life of Officer
Lance Whitaker, who was killed in the
early morning hours on May 15, 2018,
while responding to a police call for
service.

Officer Whitaker began his law en-
forcement career with the Atlantic

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Beach Police Department in Florida.
He then joined the Jacksonville Sher-
iff’s Office and has since served the city
of Jacksonville faithfully for 17 years.

Officer Whitaker was known among
his fellow officers for his kind heart,
and he had a very contagious smile. It
was clear to those around him that he
loved his job and he believed in what he
was doing.

Outside of work, Officer Whitaker
was known as a proud father and fam-
ily man. He is survived by his 14-year-
old son, Cade Whitaker.

Just 3 weeks ago, I attended the re-
dedication of the Fallen Officers Me-
morial Wall in Jacksonville, where we
had the chance to remember and cele-
brate the lives of 61 men who have died
protecting our city. Tragically, an-
other name now must be added to that
wall.

Today, I join the northeast Florida
community to mourn the loss of Officer
Whitaker. His service to the First
Coast will never be forgotten, and my
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily, friends, and all of the JSO family,
and I thank them for their sacrifice on
behalf of a grateful city.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said:
“The purpose of life is not to be happy.
It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be
compassionate, to have it make some
difference that you lived and lived
well.”

Officer Whitaker lived well. He did
his job honorably and compassionately.
He dedicated his life to his community,
and he made a difference in the lives of
many. Officer Whitaker lived his life
well.

RECOGNIZING RIVER CITY SCIENCE ACADEMY FOR
OUTSTANDING SUCCESS

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to congratulate River City Science
Academy of Jacksonville, Florida, for
winning the State championship in the
Science Olympiad and for their excel-
lent representation in the national
competition that took place in Fort
Collins, Colorado, on May 19, 2018. This
remarkable achievement was the first
time a school from Duval County has
won the State competition, and I
couldn’t be more proud of the students,
teachers, and parents who came to-
gether to achieve this outstanding vic-
tory.

My district is home to some of the
brightest students in the country, and
the academic excellence of the River
City Science Academy is just more
proof of the robust STEM programs
that we facilitate back home.

STEM education is so important in a
highly competitive, technologically
driven economy, and I am thankful for
the educators who dedicate their lives
to training the next scientists, mathe-
maticians, and engineers.

Congratulations once again to the
River City Science Academy for lead-
ing the way, and I look forward to
hearing of their many successes in the
years to come.
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TRIBUTE TO COACH CHARLES
BERRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a legend in Arkansas
high school basketball.

Charles Berry, one of the State’s
most successful coaches, is retiring
this year after 57 years on the court.
He is an Arkansas native, grew up in
Huntsville, served in the United States
Air Force, and returned home to begin
a remarkable career as a teacher and
coach, the last 50 years at his alma
mater, Huntsville High School, in the
gymnasium that now bears his name.

The numbers speak for themselves:
1,367 career wins; 14 conference cham-
pionships; six regional championships;
two State titles, two times as a runner-
up. He is a six-time Arkansas All-Star
coach, and in 2007 was named the Na-
tional Coach of the Year in girls bas-
ketball. His 2016 induction into the Ar-
kansas High School Coaches Associa-
tion Hall of Fame was automatic.

His legacy as a coach is understood,
but he is more than a coach. Charlie is
a respected and dedicated mentor, edu-
cator, and person. He is simply one of
the best.

Thank you, Charlie, for your many
years of service to your community,
and happy retirement, my friend.

———

RECOGNIZING BUCKS COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, FIREFIGHTERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize approximately
60 firefighters in Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania, who recently graduated from
the national certification program.
These brave men and women satisfac-
torily completed the Firefighter One
training program offered by the Bucks
County Public Safety Training Center.

I would like to commend these fire-
fighters for the work they do to protect
and serve our community, selflessly
putting their lives on the line on a reg-
ular basis.

Recently, Firefighter Tim
Pristatskiy of the Trevose Fire Com-
pany ran into a burning house in Lower
Southampton to look for victims. With
the compromised structure of the
house, the second floor collapsed and
Tim fell through. Despite the odds,
Tim suffered no injuries, thankfully,
and he is back serving on the force.

Mr. Speaker, it is crucial that we
honor our firefighters, like Tim, for the
brave work they do in protecting the
lives of our loved ones and our own. We
truly owe them a debt of gratitude.

O 1030

RECOGNIZING BOB DUAIME
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a resident of
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Bucks County, Pennsylvania, whose
dedication to service has been a center-
piece of his life and his career.

Bob Duaime of Middletown Township
will receive the Give Life Hero Award
from the American Red Cross later this
month.

Since 1972, Bob has donated blood 360
times and, over the past decade, has
frequently donated the maximum
amount of times permitted by law an-
nually.

A retired Council Rock High School
teacher, Bob truly understands the
value of community and the impor-
tance of leading by example. He is the
cofounder and treasurer of Camp Dis-
covery, a camp for child victims of
abuse, and he volunteers for the Bucks
County Emergency Homeless Shelter,
the Churchville Nature Center, and
Langhorne Open Space, Inc.

Mr. Speaker, it is impossible to sum-
marize all of Bob’s contributions to our
community in this speech here today. I
applaud Bob for his good works and en-
courage my constituents to follow his
lead.

RECOGNIZING THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY IN BUCKS
AND MONTGOMERY COUNTIES

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the Muslim
community in Bucks and Montgomery
Counties, who are currently observing
Ramadan, the holiest month in the Is-
lamic faith. I wish them peace and re-
newal as they take on the virtues of
charity and sacrifice.

In this spirit, I would like to honor
an organization in our community that
seeks to provide cultural under-
standing between women in the Islamic
and Jewish faiths.

The Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom, a
national organization, recently estab-
lished a chapter in Bucks County.
Founded by Aliya Murad of Yardley,
this chapter seeks to bridge the gap be-
tween young women of separate creeds
who are both devoted to their commu-
nity and to their faith.

Despite still being in high school,
Aliya has already made a lasting dif-
ference in our community, and I call on
all of my constituents to follow her
lead. I thank her for her advocacy of
compassion and understanding.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 11
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 32
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1100

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
11 a.m.

————
PRAYER
Reverend Mark Goeglein,
Harrisonville Community Church,
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Harrisonville, Missouri, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Lord God of Heaven, You are the
great and mighty God whose unwaver-
ing love and faithfulness for the world
never ends.

We bow in humble recognition of
Your holiness and majesty, asking that
You will be open and attentive to the
prayer of Your servants. May we love
one another just as You have loved us.

We thank You for another day to do
what is good, to do justice and to love
kindness and to do what is best for this
great Nation.

Bless those who serve in Congress
and assist them faithfully. Grant each
of them wisdom to make the best deci-
sions. Provide strength for those who
are tired, and allow courage to do what
is right for this great Nation.

Help us to realize we are better to-
gether. Tear down the dividing wall of
hostility, reconcile us, and restore us
to pursue life and liberty together.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. SCHNEIDER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. SCHNEIDER led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND MARK
GOEGLEIN

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs.
HARTZLER) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome my pastor, Mark
Goeglein, to the U.S. House of Rep-
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resentatives and to commend him for
his many years of faithful service to
the Lord and to others. It is a blessing
to have him here offering the opening
prayer for today’s legislative session.

Pastor Mark grew up familiar with
the legislative process, as his mother
was a longtime State representative
from Indiana. I am thrilled to have him
here today and appreciate his support
of me and his love for our country.

Mark has served in ministry for 25
years in churches in his home State of
Indiana, Texas, California, and now as
pastor of the Harrisonville Community
Church in Missouri. I appreciate his
passion for sharing God’s Word with his
congregation and how his love of Scrip-
ture shows in his preaching and in the
faded thumbprint on his Bible, testi-
fying to the many years he has held
that Bible preaching, studying, and
praying.

Besides a love of the Word, Pastor
Mark loves the Pittsburgh Steelers,
basketball, and his family. He is
blessed to have his wife, Michelle, here
today along with daughter, Makenzie,
and sons, Micah and Mason. This fam-
ily is an inspiration to our congrega-
tion and a testimony of God’s faithful-
ness and goodness.

I wish Pastor Mark God’s continued
blessings and know his faithfulness will
be richly rewarded.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COMER). The Chair will entertain up to
15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle.

—————
GUN SAFETY

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today, joining the families and friends
in Santa Fe, Texas, grieving for an-
other 10 lives tragically cut short by
senseless gun violence.

Yesterday, this body held the now
routine moment of silence in respect
for the victims, just as we did after the
Waffle House shooting in Nashville;
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, First Baptist
Church in Sutherland Springs, Route 91
Harvest music festival in Las Vegas;
and the list goes on and on and on.

Forty-six times this Chamber has
stood to remember the victims, and
every single time congressional ob-
structionists stood in the way of doing
anything concrete to change this dead-
ly pattern. We haven’t considered
background checks or bans on the sale
of assault weapons or gun violence re-
straining orders to keep firearms out of
the hands of the mentally ill or even,
for goodness’ sake, bump stocks.

I sit on the Judiciary Committee. We
haven’t held a single hearing about re-
ducing gun violence or working to keep
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